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Phoenix, Arilzona
~Dear Dr. Kroeger:

' Reforring to your letter of July 9th, and our oplnion dated
July €th, you are further advised as follows:

That Code section 67-1103, hoving reference to "medic:ne and
surgery", and Crapter:9, tession Lawe, 1942, Laving reforcn?g to
"ostQOQathy”, each clearly provide Tor training onrd exanmination 1in
obstetrics, thus indicating the intention of the legislature to recog-
nize thie qualifications of licensees 1in either of these systems of
the healing arts, in obstetricsy and 1t naturally follows the ripght

to practico obatetrics as. toavsht 1n and used by the standard collezes

of cach of thege schools of hoaling,.

A ‘The "Basic Sclences" law excepts "midvifery" undér Code Section
'.67-218. : '

Code Secctlon §7-704 provides that licenseces under the "chiroe
practic" statute shall not practice obstetrics.,
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Code Section 67-1205 makes no reference to obstetrics but does

- provide that "naturopathy" practice shall be restricted to "use of
drugless and non-surgical metnods",

Although ciildbirth is not a disease,
wonen, yet the practice of medicine does not aspertain exclusively to
disease, and obstetrics as. a matter of ¢ommon knowledge has long been
treated as a highly important branch of that science, And when, in
acddition to ordinary assistance in the normal cace of childbirth there
1s prescribed medicines, or surgical or obstetrical instrumentsiused,

such a course of conduct conastitutes the "practice of nedicines" in
ore of its braiches, .

but a normal funciion of
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¢ sald iIn our opinion of the 6th ins
be in different lan;

‘ ur tant; 1t may
uage, but with the same intention. )

_ ‘"Obstetrics"_is & recognlzed part of the practice of either
"redicine ond sursery" or "osteopathy", but certainly is no part of
te recognlzed practice ol "chirogractic!" op “naturopathy” as Tar as
o U law ig cancerncd, - However, eny person may practice "midwifepy"
. uider our law so long as such porson confines'himself, or herself, to
she "usual practlice™ of suech nmidwifery, and does not prescribe medicines
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R éor use surgical or s totrical instruments. Such a dourse of conduet
or uslng surgleal or obstetrical instruments
ade the practlce of medicine and surgory",

“idn presceribing modlclae?
‘would, in our opinion, "inv
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ircluaLng, in tho casod of obstetrics, "medicine and SHrgery" or
,__;"osteopatny" as recog niéed by our statutes in Arizona..

® BIRL ATDERSO

"jchief Asuistaﬁt

‘bltorney General

_ ReSpectlully,

- JOT COIWAY
Attorney General |

THOIAS J. CROAFF
Assigtant A*torney General

asews




